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FOLLOWING REPEAT PORT OF SPAIN 453 ACTION SECSTATE 23 FEB 

QUOTE 
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PLEASE PASS TO USDEL SECRETARY FOR ASST SECRETARY ROGERS 
E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: APER (FAY, ALBERT BEL) 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ABSENCE FROM POST 

REF: STATE 041708 (TOSEC 040148) 

AMB FAY'S PRESENCE IN WASHINGTON MARCH 4 WOULD 
REQUIRE DEPARTURE FROM PORT OF SPAIN EARLY WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 3, WHICH IS FIRST WORKDAY HERE AFTER 
HIS PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
(ANNUAL CARNIVAL FESTIVAL IS MARCH 1-2). SUCH IMMEDIATE 
DEPARTURE WOULD BE SOMEWHAT AWKWARD AND WILL DELAY 
BEGINNING OF INTRODUCTORY CALLS. WHILE NOT POSSIBLE HERE 
TO ESTIMATE IMPORTANCE OF AMBASSADOR'S PRESENCE AT 
MARCH 4 MEETING, IT SEEMS OBVIOUS THAT FROM LOCAL STAND- 
POINT IT MUCH BETTER FOR REASONABLE TIME TO PASS AFTER 
AMBASSADOR'S ARRIVAL BEFORE HE DEPARTS POST FOR OTHER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BUSINESS. OTHERWISE THIS IS LIKELY TO BE MUSUNDERSTOOD 
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IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, PARTICULARLY SINCE THERE HAS 
BEEN NINE-MONTH GAP FOLLOWING DEPARTURE OF 
AMB MILLER. 

RICH UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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